
What is pH?
A low pH value means 
the substance is 
acidic. A high pH value 
means the substance 
is basic or alkaline. 

Concrete and the Environment

Concrete and cementitious (cement, grout, 
stucco, plaster, mortar) washout waste-
water is corrosive 
and caustic. The pH 
of concrete can be 
over 12, essentially 
the same as Liquid 
Drano (R) or other 
househole cleaners.

Do not wash out concrete trucks 
into storm drains, open ditches, 
streets, or streams.

One or more locations for concrete wash 
out areas must be designated on site. 

Concrete Washout Locations

This trail of white 
residue is evidence 
of concrete washout 
fl owing to the storm 
drain and into the 
stream.

What about the Fish?

When concrete wash water is illegally 
discharged into waterways, it will clog 
fi sh gills, reducing their oxygen and 
causing death. The high pH of concrete 
washout will also increase the toxicity 
of other substances causing further 
problems for aquatic life. The cloudiness 
of concrete washout water is much 
higher than allowed.

And the Plants?

The high pH concrete wash water also 
leaves a lasting effect on the soil. Future  
vegetation may be stunted or refuse 
to grow. It can also damage existing 
vegetation.
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Concrete washout materials must be 
contained where waste concrete can 
solidify in place and excess water can 
safely evaporate.



Thanks to Iowa Storm Water Education Program for the 
original design of this brochure. 

More information at:

www.cleanwatermn.org/MS4 toolkit


